
Adding BPMN Elements
Adding Elements to the Diagram Pane
You have two options to add an element to the diagram pane:

Using the elements toolbar.
Using the context menu.

Drag the 
element you 
want to create 
from the toolbar 
and drop it on 
the diagram 
pane.

Another way to 
create a bpmn 
element is to 
click on the 
element in the 
toolbar, switch to 
the editor and 
click again.

To cancel the 
operation, press 
the  key.Esc

As soon as you 
have created a 
first element, 
you can also use 
the element 
context menu to 
create further 
elements.

Click on an 
element or hover 
over the active 
element to open 
the context 
menu.

If you mark an 
element on the 
diagram pane 
before you 
create a new 
element, a 
relation is 
automatically 
created between 
both elements.
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Start 
events
can 
only 
be 
create
d via 
the 
eleme
nts 
toolba
r.
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Double click the 
name of the 
element to 
enable edit 
mode and 
change the 
content.

When creating 
new elements, 
respect the 
restrictions for 
element names.

Your input is 
validated, but 
the validation is 
case insensitive.

Restri
ctions
on 
Eleme
nt 
Names

BPMN
eleme
nt 
name
s 
must 
be 
uniqu
e 
within
one 
BPMN
model
. Durin
g 
name 
validat
ion 
space
s and 
under
scores
are 
treate
d the 
same, 
e.g. St

 ep 1
and St
ep_1 
are 
duplic
ate 
names.

In 
additio
n, the 
followi
ng 
name 
restrict
ions 
apply:
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Creating Relations on the Diagram Pane
You need to draw relations from one element to another to create an executable process.
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Open 
the St
yling 
panel 
to 
chang
e the 
format
ting of 
an 
eleme
nt. Go 
to 
page 
Styling
BPMN
Eleme

 nts
for 
detaile
d 
inform
ation.
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If you 
activate 
an 
element 
on the 
canvas 
before 
you 
create a 
new 
element, 
a relation 
is 
automatic
ally 
created.

Pressing 
the kEsc 
ey 
cancels 
the 
drawing 
of a 
relation.

If you 
press  Del
directly 
after the 
creation 
process, 
the 
relation 
and the 
active 
element 
are 
deleted.

Click on 
a relation 
to select 
it.

A 
selected 
relation is 
thicker 
and 
shows 
junctions.



When 
creating 
a 

trelation, 
he 
easiest 
path will 
be 
chosen 
by default.

This may 
not 
always 
be 
desired. 
That's 
why the ro
ute of the 
relation ca
n be 
altered 
by the 
modeler.

Use the 
junctions 
to adjust 
the 
selected 
relation.

Deleting Elements from the Diagram Pane

To delete 
an 
element 
from the 
digram 
pane, 
right click 
on the 
element 
to open 
the 
context 
menu 
and use 

the  
icon.

You can 
also 
select the 
element 
and use 
the  Del
key on 
your 
keyboard.



If you 
want to 
delete a 
relation, 
open the 
context 
menu 
and use 

the  
icon.

You can 
also 
select the 
relation 
and use 
the  Del
key on 
your 
keyboard.

This also 
applies if 
you 
select 
several 
elements 
at once.

Deleting 
elements 
is an 
action 
that can 
be 
undone 
using the 

 Undo
option 

 in 
the 
model 
toolbar.
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